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• Robert M. Beren College
Beit Midrash Programs for Advanced Jewish Studies

Ph.D. Scholars Program

Advanced Study Program for Women Torah Scholars

Prof. Ernest Schwarcz Institute for Ethics, Judaism and State

Program in Jewish Ethics at the Military Academy for Tactical Command

Institute for the Study of Rabbinic Thought

Joseph and Janet Goldblum Pedagogic Center

• Jewish and Zionist Identity Project in the IDF

• Religious-Secular ‘Open Beit Midrash’

• Professional Development Program for Jewish Educators

• External Studies Division

• Beit Morasha Press

Robert M. Beren College is affiliated with Ohr Torah Stone Institutions

Founded in 1990, Beit Morasha of Jerusalem innovatively enhances the Jewish

and Zionist character of the State of Israel, and empowers a committed

leadership to engage contemporary religious, cultural and social challenges. Beit

Morasha of Jerusalem integrates intensive study of Talmud, Halacha and

Jewish philosophy with formal academic scholarship, and promotes a bold

intellectual exchange of ideas between all Jews through educational programming

across the spectrum of society.



At the helm:
Chairman of the Board Mr. Jay Pomrenze (at left),
Founder and Rector Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom (center),
and President Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Riskin.
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srael’s first fifty years were remarkable for their social, economic, technological  and security
achievements. The challenge for the next fifty years is the enhancement of Israel’s Jewish and
Zionist character.

Beit Morasha of Jerusalem was founded to confront – and reverse – the erosion of Israel’s
Jewish and Zionist foundations. We seek to empower committed leadership in this struggle
through a revolutionary approach to the study of Judaism and academics, and a unique,
encompassing educational approach for all Jews.

Neither university nor traditional yeshiva institutions of advanced Jewish studies adequately
prepare leadership for this complex task. Yeshivas that train rabbis and religious judges focus
primarily on the study of Torah and halacha without the benefit of exposure to modern culture,
arts and sciences. Universities are research oriented and do not position their graduates as
agents of change.

Beit Morasha and its Robert M. Beren College were founded against this backdrop: to create
a sophisticated, well-rounded and sensitive intellectual leadership capable of being the catalyst
for a renaissance in Jewish-Israeli life and for a new understanding between religious and
secular Jews.

In the army, in school systems, in politics and in communities across the country, Beit Morasha
facilitators and graduates are at the forefront of innovative Jewish and Zionist identity
initiatives. Beit Morasha’s burgeoning reputation has drawn significant funding and growing
support from the finest philanthropies and most discerning donors in the Jewish world.

Beit Morasha intends to expand its pivotal role in Israeli life by broadening its study,
scholarship, publication and advocacy activities. For these purposes, we welcome the partnership
of far-sighted individuals worldwide who understand the challenges to Israel and the Jewish
People and wish to make a difference.

Join us in building the Jewish leadership of tomorrow.
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eit Morasha’s Robert M. Beren College prepares students for educational,
rabbinical and communal leadership roles in Israel and Jewish communities
worldwide through intensive programs of Judaic studies and the humanities.
The rigorous course of study draws upon the finest intellectual traditions in
the worlds of Torah and Western culture, involving degree-granting academic
study modules in cooperation with Bar-Ilan University.

At the core of the advanced study program at Robert M. Beren College are
the Beit Midrash Programs: pioneering frameworks, for men and women
respectively, where traditional Torah scholarship is integrated with modern
research, exegetical methodology and academic discipline.

Students at Robert M. Beren College confront the central religious and
philosophical issues for contemporary committed Jews and acquire the
necessary tools to enhance, enrich and promote Jewish tradition for the
modern world. Thus, they study Martin Buber and Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, A.B.
Yehoshua and Babylonian Talmud, Greek philosophy and halachic decision-
making, sociology and Maimonides.

The Robert M. Beren College boasts a unique, wide-ranging library with
30,000 volumes that encompasses everything from Second Temple literature
and Jewish philosophy through modern Hebrew literature, art, music, political
science, education and sociology.

Two research centers – the Prof. Ernest Schwarcz Institute for Ethics, Judaism
and State and the Institute for the Study of Rabbinic Thought – operate in
Robert M. Beren College. The latter institute systematically examines the
theological, philosophical and social worldviews implicit in the halachic and
aggadic corpus. The Joseph and Janet Goldblum Pedagogic Center, a Ph.D.
Scholars Program, and an advanced study program for women Torah scholars
also operate at Robert M. Beren College.

B

Integrating the Study of Torah,
Halacha and Jewish Philosophy with

Formal Academic Scholarship

The Beit Midrash for Men
Intensive Beit Midrash studies are at the core of the advanced
program at Robert M. Beren College, a framework where
traditional Torah and Talmudic scholarship is integrated with
modern research and thought.

ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS

Robert M. Beren
College
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A Selection of Courses at
Robert M. Beren College

•Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmud
•Basic Concepts in Psychology
•Between East and West: Influences on Halachic

Decision-Making
•Biblical Research and Exegesis
•Eretz Yisrael and the Roman Empire in the

Rabbinic Era
•Fundamentalism, Orthodoxy and Modernity
•Greek Philosophy
•Halacha and Economics
•Hassidic Thought: From Mysticism to Haredism
•Holiness in Jewish Thought
•Jewish and Israeli Law: Comparative Studies
•Jewish Identity in Halachic and Zionist Thought
•Judaism and the Cinema
•Kabbala and Halacha
•Maharal of Prague: Philosophy and

Hermeneutics
•Maimonides: Guide for the Perplexed
•Medicine and Halacha
•Medieval and Modern Jewish Philosophy
•Modern Western and Political Philosophy
•Nature and Miracle in Jewish Thought
•Philosophy of Education
•Philosophy of Martin Buber, Hermann Cohen

and Franz Rosenzweig
•Philosophy of Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik
•Philosophy of Rabbi A. I. Kook
•Philosophy of Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav
•Philosophy of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch
•Philosophy of Rabbi Zadok HaCohen of Lublin
•Prayer as Meditation
•Reward in the Bible: Job, Proverbs, Psalms,

Ecclesiastes
•Sacrifice of Issac in Bible, Midrash, Liturgy,

Poetry and Art
•Sociology and Culture in Modern Israel
•Status of the Gentile in Halachic Literature
•Women Studying Torah: Alternative

Approaches

The Beit Midrash for Women
Students delve deeply into the Talmud, its codes and
commentaries, confronting the central religious and
philosophical issues for contemporary committed Jews
and acquiring the necessary tools to enhance, enrich
and promote Jewish tradition for the modern world.

Key Faculty at the Robert M. Beren College
From left to right: Ms. Bilha Ben-Eliyahu, Senior Lecturer in Modern
Literature; Ms. Michal Tikochinski LL.B., Assistant Dean, Beit Midrash
for Women; Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom, Rector (seated); Rabbi Dr.
Benjamin Lau, Dean, Beit Midrash for Women; Rabbi Dr. Yehuda
Brandes, Dean, Beit Midrash for Men; Prof. Shalom Rosenberg,
Israel Henry Beren Professor of Philosophy and head of the
Philosophy Dept.
Absent from the photo: Rabbi Prof. Daniel Sperber, Robert M. Beren
Professor of Talmud and head of the Talmud Dept.
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The Prof. Ernest Schwarcz Institute for Ethics, Judaism and

State is a trail-blazing research forum where the harmonies and

disparities of Jewish ethics and Israeli democracy are debated.

Named for the late dean of Queens College, New York, the institute

confronts the most complex ethical dilemmas of our day, through

teaching, research, conferences and publications. Senior research

fellow Dr. Moshe Hellinger coordinates the Institute’s activities.

Beit Morasha has served as an
incubator for some of the most
innovative educational and communal
start-up ventures in Israel. As they
developed and became more
established, these programs were
spun-off by Beit Morasha into
independent enterprises, including:

• YESODOT: The Center for the Study
of Torah and Democracy

• YEUD: Education Program for
Women in National Service

• TAMIR: The Center for Russian Jewish
Leadership

• MORESHET SEPHARAD: The
Institute for Sephardic and Oriental
Jewish Heritage – Rabbinical Training
Program

• CHAVRUTA: Open Beit Midrash
Program at Secular High Schools

BEIT MORASHA Start-Ups

The Prof. Ernest Schwarcz Institute
for Ethics, Judaism and State

BUILDING
JEWISH
UNITY AND

IDENTITY

Mrs. Marta Schwarcz awarding Mr. Ori Goldberg,
among the winners of the 2001 Schwarcz Institute
Essay Contest on Ethics, Judaism and State. BMJ
Rector Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom (at left) looks on.
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A vanguard Beit Morasha program for joint study of

traditional texts in an open and critical fashion by secular

and religious Israelis. Moderated jointly by Rabbi Dr.

Benjamin Lau and Mr. Ari Elon, the Open Beit Midrash

draws participants from across Israel for weekly meetings.

n 1997, Beit Morasha initiated a dialogue among Israel’s

political leaders culminating in the signing of a social

convention affirming the importance of tolerance and

civility in the conduct of Israel’s political campaigns and

parliamentary debates.

I

The Campaign for Peace and
Tolerance in Israel

The Religious-Secular
‘Open Beit Midrash’

א

Then-Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (at left) and
then-Opposition Leader Ehud Barak (at right) with BMJ
Rector Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom, upon the signing of the
1997 declaration launching the “Campaign for Peace and
Tolerance in Israel”.

Open Beit Midrash facilitator Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Lau
(at right) leads a study session at Beit Morasha.
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Yaakov Amar
Principal, Amit High School,
Bet Shemesh

A 1993 graduate of Beit Morasha, Kobi
Amar was principal of the Ulpana in Ofra
for nine years, before moving to his current
position — the largest and most diverse
educational institution in Bet Shemesh,
with over 900 students of both religious
and less religious backgrounds. “You could
say I was ‘born’ at Bet Morasha”, says Amar.
“Ideologically, Beit Morasha shaped my
entire worldview, convincing me to make
Jewish education – for the broadest public
possible — a lifelong commitment”.

Carmit Feintuch
Educator, Ohr Torah Ramot
High School

Carmit Feintuch graduated Beit Morasha
in 2002 after studying at MaTan and
completing a B.A. at Hebrew University in
history and literature. “My Talmud studies
at Beit Morasha changed my religious life”,
she says. “The Beit Midrash studies taught
me to appreciate Talmud and Halacha as
treasure-troves of wisdom for modern life,
and to make their study a central part of
the education I impart to my students. I
hope that they can come to love Talmud
study, as I do”.

IMPACTING
ON THE

COMMUNITY

An independent study commissioned
by the AVI CHAI Foundation found
that over 85 percent of Beit Morasha
graduates are actively involved in
various aspects of Jewish educational,
communal and spiritual leadership
and have a genuine influence on the
systems in which they work. The
survey also reported that graduates
attributed their studies at Beit
Morasha as having significantly
influenced their choice of occupation,
their attitudes on various issues and
their approach to Jewish texts. They
identified with the tolerance and
openness fostered by Beit Morasha.

Shmulik Ben-David
Principal, ‘Meitarim’ Pluralistic
Jewish High School, Raanana

A 1997 graduate of Beit Morasha, Shmulik
Ben-David was a Ram at the Hispin hesder
yeshiva on the Golan Heights before
becoming the founding principal of
‘Meitarim’ — an experimental mixed
religious-secular school. He also is an active
participant in a religious-secular Beit
Midrash study group in Tel Aviv. “Not
everyone who speaks of unity, is willing to
pay the price of real unity”, says Ben-David.
“Beit Morasha revolutionized my outlook
on life and taught me that we all need—
religious and secular — to make sacrifices
in order to fashion a new consensus and
common identity in Israel”.

Meir Berkovitch
Chief Inspector and Legal Advisor,
Juvenile Delinquency Division of the
Israel National Police

Meir Berkovitch studied at the Religious
Kibbutz Movement’s yeshiva and completed
his law degree at Bar-Ilan University before
graduating Beit Morasha in 1998. In his
current position he represents the Israel
Police in the Knesset and the courts on
legislative and other policy matters relating
to troubled youth. Berkovitch: “It’s hard for
me to be specific, but without question I
make use of the educational, ideological
and sociological ‘Klal Yisrael’ worldview
inculcated at Beit Morasha in my work every
single day”.

eit Morasha’s Robert M. Beren

College alumni are engaged in

educational and communal

leadership positions. They lead,

motivate and challenge Jews of all

backgrounds in fashioning a more

unified, self-aware, Jewish and

Zionist society.

B

Alumni



Smadar Kaufman-Shalom
Educator, Efrat Junior High School

Smadar Kaufman-Shalom was among the
first group of women to study at Beit Morasha,
graduating in 2001. She remembers her
studies in Talmud and Rabbinic Thought as
“exhilarating, electrifying, great fun and a
great privilege!” She studied educational
counseling and Bible at Bar-Ilan University
and the Migdal Oz Women’s College — “but
it was at Beit Morasha that I developed an
unquenchable thirst for ever-more Torah
study”, she says. “I don’t know any other
Jewish studies center that so effectively and
provocatively teaches creative and critical
thought in Torah study”.
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Shmuel Jesselson
Director of Conversion Preparatory
Studies, Institute for Jewish Studies

Muli Jesselson says that his studies at Beit
Morasha “burdened me, in a positive sense,
with a tremendous feeling of responsibility
for the entire Jewish People”. He views his
current work — directing the activities of the
joint conversion institute (Orthodox-
Conservative-Reform) established by the
Israeli Government and the Jewish Agency
on the recommendations of the Ne’eman
Commission — as a direct outgrowth of his
studies. “We have to undo 90 years of
communism and help Russian immigrants
return to Judaism. This is the great challenge
of our generation”.

Dov Maimon
Educator and Entrepreneur, Jerusalem

In their lifetime, few people dare to engage the range
of involvements that Dov Maimon has attempted in his
42 years. He immigrated to Israel from France as a
‘radical Zionist’ at 18; studied agricultural engineering
at the Technion and traveled to Nepal and Africa as an
agricultural advisor; and completed an MBA and
founded two successful hi-tech companies — before
graduating from Beit Morasha in 2000. Maimon then
founded and ran Beit Morasha’s ‘Yesodot’ dialogue and
joint study program for Moslem and Jewish educators.
Today, he is completing a Ph.D. at the Sorbonne on
Jewish and Islamic mysticism in Medieval times; and
designs Jewish-Zionist outreach programming for Israeli
development towns. “Beit Morasha provided me with
religious-ideological legitimacy for everything I have
been involved in”, says Maimon. “We can be true seekers
of G-d and open to the truths and challenges of
modernity at the same time”.

Tania Regev
Ramit, Ein HaNatziv
Midrasha for Women

Tania Regev is a ‘Ramit’ — one of the first-
ever female advanced Talmud instructors
in a full-time yeshiva for women. She
pursued Land of Israel studies, Education,
Jewish Law and Bible at Bar-Ilan, Tel Aviv
and Hebrew universities before graduating
with her M.A. from Beit Morasha in 2001.
“Studying and teaching Talmud at the
highest level, in the unique, critical Beit
Morasha style is my life”, Regev says.
“Emotionally and intellectually, Beit
Morasha will always be my home”.

Menachem Weinberg
Rabbi of Alon, a mixed
religious-secular community

A 1994 graduate of Beit Morasha who
proceeded to study for the rabbinate and
serve as a Ram at the prestigious Har Etzion
yeshiva, Menachem Weinberg practices
Jewish unity on a daily basis. The 100
families of Alon — half religious and half
secular — jointly chose him in 2000 as their
community rabbi. “Beit Morasha taught me
the importance of bridging the gaps between
Jews of different persuasions”, says
Weinberg. “In Alon, I put Beit Morasha’s
ideology to the test. It is a wonderful,
challenging experiment in overcoming
stereotypes in Israeli society”.

Yael Wilfand
Doctoral Student, Hebrew University

Yael Wilfand grew up in the Hashomer
Hatzair secular kibbutz world and studied
Jewish history at the Hebrew University
before coming to Beit Morasha to study
Talmud. A self-defined ‘traditional Jew’,
she found the Beit Midrash program at Beit
Morasha an “eye-opening experience”, and
stresses that she always felt “perfectly
comfortable to ask any question or question
any supposition”. Her Beit Morasha studies
led her to become interested in the nexus
between social policy and halacha. Today,
she is working on a doctorate on rabbinic
attitudes toward the poor and poverty.



BUILDING
JEWISH AND

ZIONIST
IDENTITY
in the idf

and restore a unifying moral ethos for the country and its military.

The program has far-reaching implications for the tenor and
character of Israeli society. Indisputably, the IDF is the largest
and most influential framework for training Israel’s future
leadership.

Robert M. Beren College experts already have developed over
120 curriculum units relevant to military life and modern Israeli
society that are being taught in commander training courses,
including IDF Advanced Command Schools, the Aviators
Academy, and the National Defense College. Approximately
6,000 commanders participate in these courses, reaching nearly
90,000 soldiers under their command.

eit Morasha of Jerusalem’s “Jewish and Zionist Identity
Project in the IDF” is a revolutionary program that seeks to
transform the Jewish and Zionist character of the State of Israel
by implementing a comprehensive, multidimensional educational
program to strategically teach Jewish and Zionist identity to
Israel Defense Force (IDF) commanders.

This program is vital. Thousands of Israelis who serve in the IDF
lack a sense of Jewish-Zionist identity and shared heritage —
which is critical for military morale, motivation and fighting
spirit. Furthermore, they do not have the tools to deal with the
moral dilemmas involved in military service in a Jewish army in
a democratic state. The Beit Morasha project in the IDF is
designed to provide the military with a Jewish-Zionist compass

B

"Because Israeli soldiers
need to know what they
are fighting for"

Beit Morasha IDF Project
Educational Director Shlomo Fox
(at center) leading a discussion in
the air force on Jewish and
Zionist identity, with IAF Major
Barak Ben-Eliezer (at left) and
Gal Hertz, Beit Morasha’s IDF
Project Coordinator.

8
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Robert M. Beren College educational
experts have developed over 120
teaching units that draw upon Jewish
source materials for teaching various
aspects of Jewish and Zionist identity,
including units entitled:
•Between Civil War and Democracy
•Between the Prophecies of Ezekiel

and the Vision of Binyamin Zeev Herzl
•Conduct of Controversial Military

Missions
•(Corrupting) Power of Authority
•Destruction of Commonwealth:

Ancient and Modern Crises
•Freedom and Rebellion
•Identity, Dialogue and Multiculturalism
•Israel-Diaspora Relations: A Strategic
•Asset for Israel
•Jewish Memory and Historical

Awareness
•Limits of Dissent and Conscientious

Objection
•Memory as Motivator: The Holocaust

in Israeli Consciousness
•On the Conquest of the Land of

Israel: In Ancient and Modern Times
•Purim: Unmasking our Multiple

Identities
•Sabbath as an Educational Tool for

Social Building
•Unity and Dissent
•Value of Life vs. Sacrifice for Country

Teaching Jewish and Zionist
Identity in the IDF

IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Moshe Ya’alon: “Beit Morasha was a
major player in crafting the IDF’s Jewish and Zionist Identity
program and will continue to be a central player in its
implementation”. Ya’alon (at center) is pictured here with Beit
Morasha Rector Prof. Ish-Shalom (at right) and IDF OC Manpower
Maj. Gen. Elazar Stern.
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PROMOTING
INTELLECTUAL
LEADERSHIP

BEIT MORASHA
Press

eit Morasha Press publishes a wide range of

intellectual monographs and periodicals, including

Akdamot, a leading academic journal of Jewish thought;

and Granot, a journal of Talmudic study, Jewish

philosophy and Halacha published by the Beit Midrash

for Women. Recent books published on Jewish law and

democratic values in a Jewish state, released in

cooperation with Israel’s largest publishing houses,

were received to great acclaim.

B

Figures in the Mishna, by Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Lau
The Hazon Ish, by Dr. Benjamin Brown
Rabbi A.I. Kook, by Dr. Hagi Ben-Artzi
Rabbi M.M. Schneiersson of Lubavitch,
by Rabbi Dr. Yitzhak Kraus
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, by Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Lau
Talmudic Homilies, by Rabbi Dr. Yehuda Brandes

– to be published by Beit Morasha Press

Eretz Israel and Sacred Space
Family Relations and Their Significance
Periodization: The Significance of Time
Self-Awareness and Intentionality
The Formative Influence of Polemics
– to be published by Beit Morasha’s Institute for

the Study of Rabbinic Thought, in cooperation
with Magnes Press (Hebrew University)

Upcoming Titles
by BEIT MORASHA Faculty

A complete educational kit, designed

by Beit Morasha, for teaching Jewish

and Zionist identity to

commanders and

officers of the

Israel Police.

“The Jewish and
Zionist Identity Box”

“The Jewish and
Zionist Identity Box”
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•Cognitive Value of Religious Truth Statements
•Contrivance as Halachic Policy
•Do Not Stand Idly by the Blood of Your

Neighbor
•Enlightenment Literature and Judaism
•Halachic Definitions of Contemporary

Secularism
•Holocaust and the Cinema: Three Test Cases
•Individualism, Idealism and Religious Society
•Islamic Mysticism (Sufism) and Rabbinic

Judaism: Limits of a Relationship
•Jewish Education in Open Society: Whence

Will Come Passion?
•Jewish Sectarianism: Second Temple Period

and Today
•Literature of Amos Oz and A.B. Yehoshua

vs. S.Y. Agnon
•Mysticism and Rationalism in Contemporary

Religious Judaism
•On Secularism, Religiosity, and Quantum

Physics
•On Stabilizing Serenity and the Flame of

Holy Fire
•Origin of Responsibility in the Thought of

Emanuel Levinas
•Orthodoxy and Mental Health
•Postmodernism and Rabbi A. I. Kook
•Prophetic Halacha: A Theoretical Foundation

for Halachic Renovation
•Religious Ideals: “Be Not Over-Righteous”
•Religious Zionism and National Haredism in

the Political Realm
•Social Justice in Light of the Law of Jubilee
•Vessels and Vessel Service: Toward a

‘Pre-Theological’ Reading of Scripture
•Why Did the Angels Remain Silent at the

Red Sea?

A Selection of Articles Published in
“AKDAMOT”: A Journal of Jewish Thought

The Quest for Halacha:
Interdisciplinary
Perspectives
on Jewish Law

Published by Beit Morasha
with Yediot Ahronot and
Sifrei Chemed, 2003.

Edited by Amichai Berholz
(Hebrew, 574 pp.)

Ethics, Religion and State:
Essays on Judaism,
Government and
Democratic Values

Published by Beit Morasha with the
Ministry of Education and Yesodot:
The Center for the Study of Torah
and Democracy, 2001.

Edited by Amichai Berholz
(Hebrew, 429 pp.)
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PLANS AND

ASPIRATIONS

three-story home for Beit

Morasha of Jerusalem is currently under

construction on the Kiryat Moriah

campus in Jerusalem, scheduled for

completion in 2007. Many facilities are

available for philanthropic naming and

dedication, including the central library,

Beit Midrash study halls, classrooms,

auditorium, computer center and

gardens.

A
Israel Henry Beren Academic Center Development Goals

he Global Friends of Beit Morasha

invite donor inquiries in support of

student scholarships, named

professorships, publication programs

and the Beit Midrash study

frameworks. Beit Morasha seeks to

raise $20 million by 2010 in support

of its academic and outreach programs

and to equip its new building.

T

S O U R C E S  O F  I N C O M E

O P E R AT I N G  B U D G E T

Jewish and
Zionist Identity
Projects

Academic
Programs

Community Service and
Leadership Development

Programs

Scholarships

 46 % 46 % 46 %

 12 % 12 % 12 %

 20 % 20 % 20 %

 22 % 22 % 22 %

Foundations

Avi Chai
Foundation

Global Friends of
Beit Morasha

Jewish Agency
for Israel

Tuition and
Services

13 %13 %

8 %8 %

 20 % 20 %

 24 % 24 %

 35 % 35 %
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