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THE BEGIN-SADAT CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES (the BESA Center) conducts policy-relevant

research on matters of strategy, security and peace in the Middle East. A non-partisan and independent

institute, the Center is dedicated to the memory of Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian

president Anwar Sadat, whose efforts in pursuing peace lay the cornerstone for future conflict resolution

in the Middle East.

Israeli decision-makers in military and civilian life, diplomats and academics worldwide, the press and the

broader Israeli public -- all have come to count on the BESA Center’s work when considering the opportunities

for peace and the problems of war in the Middle East.

Relations with the Palestinians; counter-terrorist strategies; reform of the Israel Defense Forces; security

arrangements on the Golan Heights; the future of settlements; strategic relations in the eastern

Mediterranean; investment in space-based weapon systems -- on all these issues and more the BESA

Center’s voice has been heard.

Nowhere in Israel can one find a more dynamic and experienced team of strategic thinkers, military men

and academic experts. The BESA Center’s research associates are “in the loop” -- they are consulted,

involved, respected.

The BESA Center has developed cooperative relationships with strategic study centers and government

defense agencies throughout the world, from Ankara to Washington and from London to New Delhi. Since

its founding in 1991, the Begin-Sadat Center has published more than 75 publications in Hebrew and

English, and been host to many dozen international and local conferences.



Focus of Current Research

Israeli Strategic Thinking

Deterrence and the Regional Balance of Power

Domestic and Foreign Policy of the Palestinian Authority

Economics and Mideast Stability

Israel Defense Forces of the Future

Israeli Military Industries

Israeli Public Opinion on National Security

Israeli Strategic Ties to Turkey, India and Korea

Mideast Water Resources

Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

Psychological Warfare

Space-Based Weaponry

Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism

US-Israel Relations

Recent Major Conferences

Armed Forces in the Middle East

Between Civil Uprising and Armed Revolt: Israel and the
Palestinians

East Asia and the Middle East

Efficient Use of Limited Water Resources: Making Israel a
Model State

Evaluating the Madrid Peace Conference: Ten Years Later

Intelligence Operations, Counter-Terrorism and Peace in the
Mideast

Israeli Nuclear Policy

Palestinian Perspectives on the Final Status Negotiations

Religious Extremism, Peace and Human Rights

Rise and Fall of the Oslo Peace Process

Strategic Trialogue: America, Israel and Turkey

Terrorism and Israeli National Security

U.S. Policy Towards Iraq



Dr. Zeev Bonen  is considered the founding father of Israel’s

military industries. For forty years, he was president and director-

general of Rafael, the weapons development authority of the

Israeli Ministry of Defense. He specializes in weapons technologies

and military strategies, and the defense industries. (Ph.D.

Cambridge U.)

Prof. Stuart A. Cohen  is Israel’s leading expert on the changing

relationship between the Israel Defense Forces and Israeli society

and on IDF manpower policies. An esteemed professor of political

science at Bar-Ilan U., he also specializes in Mideast diplomatic

history. (Ph.D. Oxford U.)

Dr. Gil Feiler  is a respected specialist who studies Arab markets

and economies, Palestinian political and economic development,

Mideast economic cooperation and Israel-Arab trade. (Ph.D. Tel

Aviv U.)

Dr. Jonathan Fox is a lecturer in political science at Bar-Ilan U.

who specializes in international and domestic conflict, especially

ethnic and religious conflict, and the quantitative analysis of

such. (Ph.D. U. Maryland)

Seated: (l. to r.): Prof. Stuart Cohen,
Prof. Shmuel Sandler, Dr. Hillel Frisch,
Prof. Gerald Steinberg, Dr. Ron
Schleiffer

Standing: (l. to r.): Dr. Mordechai Kedar,
Maj. Gen. (res.) Avraham Rotem, Prof.
Efraim Inbar, Dr. Gil Feiler, Dr. Jonathan
Fox, Dr. Shlomo Shpiro, Dr. Amikam
Nachmani, Col. (res.) Dr. Danny
Shoham.

Not pictured: Dr. Zeev Bonen, Major
(res.) Dr. Avi Kober, Dr. Zeev Maghen,
Dr. Jonathan Rynhold

The most dynamic and experienced team in Israel of Mideast strategic
thinkers, military men and academic experts.

M e e t  I s r a e l ’ s  L e a d i n g  E x p e r t s  o n
Na t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  a n d  M i d e a s t  Po l i t i c s



Dr. Hillel Frisch  is one of Israel’s most-knowledgeable analysts

of Palestinian and Islamic politics, institutions and military

strategies. Highly sought-after, he is a senior lecturer in political

science at Bar-Ilan U. (Ph.D. Hebrew U.)

Prof. Efraim Inbar, Director of the BESA Center for Strategic

Studies, is one the most highly-regarded experts in the world

on the Arab-Israeli conflict and Israeli national security strategy.

A professor of political science at Bar-Ilan U., he also specializes

in political elites and public opinion in Israel, and Israel’s strategic

ties with Turkey and India. (Ph.D. U. of Chicago)

Dr. Mordechai Kedar  spent 25 years in IDF Military Intelligence

specializing in Arab political discourse, Arab mass media, Islamic

groups and the Syrian domestic arena. A lecturer in Arabic at

Bar-Ilan U., he is also an expert on Israeli Arabs. (Ph.D. Bar-Ilan U.)

Major (res.) Dr. Avi Kober  was editor of the leading IDF military

and strategic journal. He is a lecturer in political science at Bar-

Ilan U. specializing in military doctrine and Israeli strategic

thinking. (Ph.D. Hebrew U.)

Dr. Ze'ev Maghen is a leading expert on modern Iran, the Shi'a

religion and Islam, and Persian Gulf politics. He fluently speaks

five regional languages -  Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, Russian and

Turkish. He is a lecturer in the history of the Middle East at Bar-

Ilan U. (Ph.D. Columbia U.)

Prof. Amikam Nachmani  specializes in strategic affairs of the

eastern Mediterranean (particularly Turkey, Greece, the Balkans,

and Cyprus), and is a respected authority on the politics of water

in the Middle East. He is an associate professor in political

science at Bar-Ilan U. (Ph.D. Oxford U.)

Maj. Gen. (res.) Avraham Rotem, a 20-year veteran of the Israeli

military and a decorated hero of the 1973 tank battles on the

Golan Heights, is a former head of the IDF training branch. He

specializes in security arrangements and regimes, IDF force

structure and the future Mideast battlefield. (Ph.D. candidate,

Bar-Ilan U.)

Dr. Jonathan Rynhold specializes in Middle East-Asia relations,

in the relationship between identity, values and foreign policy,

and in US-Israel relations. He is a lecturer in political science at

Bar-Ilan U. (Ph.D. London School of Economics)

Prof. Shmuel Sandler  is among Israel’s most insightful and

respected analysts of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as well as

religion and party politics in Israel, and US-Israel relations. He

is associate professor of political science at Bar-Ilan U. and head

of its chair in Israeli democracy and civility. (Ph.D. Johns Hopkins U.)

Dr. Ron Schleiffer is Israel’s foremost specialist in psychological

warfare, information warfare and military-media relations. He

is a lecturer in political science at Bar-Ilan U. (Ph.D. U. of Leeds)

Col. (res.) Dr. Danny Shoham  is a leading global expert on

chemical and biological warfare in, and from, the Middle East.

A veteran of the IDF intelligence branch, he is a research micro-

biologist and chemist with the Israeli Ministry of Defense. (Ph.D.

Tel Aviv U.)

Dr. Shlomo Shpiro specializes in the study of intelligence services

in Israel and Europe, and the relationship between media and

the security establishment. He is a lecturer in political science

at Bar-Ilan U. (Ph.D. Birmingham U.)

Dr. Max Singer specializes in strategic planning. He was a founder

and president of the Hudson Institute in Washington D.C. (J.D.

Harvard U.)

Prof. Gerald M. Steinberg is an internationally-known columnist

and leading expert on Arab-Israeli affairs, US and Israeli defense

policy, Middle East arms sales and arms control, and strategic

and space-based weapons. He is associate professor of political

science at Bar-Ilan U. and heads its graduate program in conflict

resolution. (Ph.D. Cornell U.)



The BESA Center specializes in policy-pertinent research written confidentially at

the specific request of the foreign and defense policy-making communities. The

Center also disseminates its research to the international community through a

monograph series (published by Frank Cass, London) and two periodical series:

Mideast Security and Policy Studies, and BESA Colloquia on Strategy

and Diplomacy.

P u b l i c a t i o n s



BESA Center Research Associates
have been invited Guest Lecturers at:
Ankara Center for Eurasian Strategic Studies
Bosphorous University, Turkey
Brookings Institution
Cambridge University
Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs
Chatham House/Royal Institute for International Affairs
University of Chicago
Columbia University
Czech Institute of International Relations
Danish Institute of International Affairs
Harvard University
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP)
IDF National Defense College
Indian Institute for Defense Studies and Analyses
Institut Français des Relations Internationales, Paris
Institute for International Strategic Studies, Beijing
International Atomic Energy Agency
International Institute for Strategic Studies, London
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
London School of Economics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
McGill University
NATO Defense College
New York Council on Foreign Relations
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
Oxford University
Princeton University
RAND Corporation
Royal United Services Institute, London
Sandia National Laboratories, New Mexico
Stanford University
Singapore Institute of Defense and Strategic Studies
Taiwan National University
Tufts University Fletcher School of Law  and Diplomacy
UCLA
US Army War College
University of Toronto
US Army Military Academy, West Point
Washington Institute for Near East Policy
Yale University

Selected BESA Center Publications

Armed Forces in the Middle East

Chemical and Biological Weapons in the Arab Countries and Iran

Countering Terrorism with Targeted Killings

Dual Use Aspects of Commercial High-Resolution Imaging Satellites

India and Israel: Evolving Strategic Partnership

Israeli Interests in Judea and Samaria

Palestinian Refugees

Politics and Economics of Israel’s Defense Industries

Psychological Warfare in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Religious Radicalism in the Greater Middle East

Risks of Palestinian Statehood

Technology and Warfare: A Future Perspective

Undercover Military Units in the IDF



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e p u t a t i o n ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u p p o r t

The BESA Center is proud to be associated with some of

the leading experts in international and strategic affairs,

who comprise the International Academic Advisory Board.

The BESA Center for Strategic Studies at Bar-Ilan University

was founded by Dr. Thomas O. Hecht, a respected leader

in the Canadian Jewish community. Dr. Hecht chairs the

Center’s International Advisory Board.

Prof. Desmond Ball
Australian National University

Prof. Eliot A. Cohen
SAIS Johns Hopkins University

Prof. Irwin Cotler MP
McGill University

Prof. Steven R. David
Johns Hopkins University

Prof. Yehezkel Dror
Hebrew University

Prof. Lawrence Freedman
King's College

Prof. Robert J. Lieber
Georgetown University

Prof. John J. Mearsheimer
University of Chicago

Prof. Alvin Z. Rubinstein
University of Pennsylvania

Prof. Bruce M. Russett
Yale University

Prof. Moshe Arens
former Israeli Minister of Defense

Gen. Alexander M. Haig
former U.S. Secretary of State

Maj. Gen. Mordechai Hod
former Israeli Air Force Commander

Joseph I. Lieberman
U.S. Senator

Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney
former Prime Minister of Canada

Prof. Yuval Neeman
former Minister of Science,
and director, Israel Space Agency

Ambassador Meir Rosenne
former Israeli ambassador to the U.S.

Hon. Yitzhak Shamir
former Prime Minister of Israel

Lt. Gen. (ret.) Dan Shomron
former IDF Chief of the General Staff

Mr. Muzi Wertheim
Chairman, Israel-America Chamber of Commerce

International Advisory Board Academic Advisory Board

w w w . b e s a c e n t e r . o r g

Ramat Gan 52900 Israel
Tel. +972-3-531-8959
Fax. +972-3-535-9195
E-mail: office@besacenter.org
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